The laſt Speech, Confeſſion, and Dying Words, 
JOHN MITCHEL and JOHN JOHNSON, 


Who were executed ar Carliſte, Auguſt 16, 1788, for a Brrolary and Felony, in the 
Dwelling Houſe of Jane Carruthers, «: the Hund, in the Pariſh of Abbey=Launer = 
Coſt, in the County of Cumberland. 


JOHN MITCHEL, about eighteen years of age, born at Ellingham, in Northumberland, of poc# 

9 but honeſt parents, who trained me up, as far as they were able, in the paths of virtue and induſ- 
try; but, as I was of a weakly conſtitution till about the age of fourteen, they, judging me incapa- 
ble of hard labour, got me inſtrufted in the art of muke ; which having led me into company of 
different complex1ons, gave me an early inclination to diſſipation and vice. I muſt confeſs, that pride 
vas the principal cauſe of my undoing ; which operated fo ſtrongly upon me, as to mike me ens 
every one whom I thought better dreſſed than myſelf. My corrupred nature, led me to comini: 
ſmall thefts, and my not being detected and puniſhed for them, entholdened me to perpetrate greater, 

In a word, I acknowledge, that my own wicked heart made me viel to the temptation whenever it 
offered; and though I was ſorry after I had done the crime, yet I arterivards fell into crimes of a 
ſimilar nature. Diſobedience to my parents, and the breach of the Lord's Day, two fins intimately 
united, were, what I allo regret, as the cauſes of my unhappy fate. 5 

As to the ſtate of my mind, at this preſent moment, I have reaſon to bleſs the Lord, it is ſuch, 
as one's mind, who has been made ſenſible of his fins, and of the great mercy of Ge in Chriit, 
ſhould be. : 5 TD 5 3 

I, JOHN JOHNSON, aged about twenty-two, born in the pariſh of Wark, in the county of Nets 
thumberland, of honeſt and induſtrious parents, who bound me an apprentice to John Moore, cooper, 
in Sunderland, for five years; during which time, I maintained a good character. When out of ni” 
time, I went to ſea for two years. About twelve months before my confinement in this goal I fell 
into company with one Jane Gregg, who has been the wicked inftrument of bringing ſeven mea to tha 
fame ſhameful death Lam about now to ſuffer. This woman, by her bafe inſinuations, led me aftray : 
My wife, the liſter of my fellow-priſoner, and to, waom I had been married more than a year before, 
apprized me of my danger, and predicted my end. Turning a deaf car to her admonitions, I no 
only rejected the fame, but treated her with cruelty, which gives me the moſt hrort-felt grief. Thaw 
that to lament, that, being initiated into diſhoneſt ways, I was the cauſe of leading my fellow- ſuffere- 
aſtray. I confeſs, that, in company with igac Miller, (the ſuppoled huſband of Jane Gregg). 
who lately fuffered the fame fate that now awaits me, J rubbed the woman's houſe, who came to the 
goal to ſec if ſhe could diſcover among the prifeners, the perſon or perions who didir. 

My inward feelings are ſuch as become one who has been guilty of many crimes, but who neverthe- 
leſs hopes for mercy through the merits of Chriit. God has thought fit to ſtop me in my ſinful career; 
had he not done fo, the Devil, and my Wicked heart, hac me fo much in lending, that J mich: 
have been guilty of ſtill greater crimes. During thc firit eight das after my ſentence, the fear of 
dying was uppermoſt in my mind; but, tb; the good inſtructions I have received, my future ſtate hat, 
ſince that time, employed moſt of my intentign. And though the fear of an hereafter clouds my 
faith, yet my reliance for ſalvation is entirely ypon Chriſt. | wg” by 

We, as dying men, acknowledge ourſelves guilty of the crime for which we ſuffer, but with this 
yariation from the evidence given by the profecutrix, that J. Johnſon, and not J. Mitchel, rifled the 
houfe; and that J. „Iitchel, and not J. Johnſon, ſtood over her in the bed; and that both the cuit; 
of the dark chintz gown were in our poffeſſion when her property were found upon us. 

We hope, that none thall be fo cruel, and fo yoitt of the ſpirit of Chritiiniry, as to upbraid any of 
our ſurviving relations with our unhappy end, We forgive our proſecuttiis, the Jury who found us 
guilty, the Judge who paſted the ſentence, and-all who have beea any way inſtrumental in bring - 
ing us to the fatal tree. We return oug moſt. chankfol acknowledgments tothe Rev. Mettrs. Elarriſon, 
Hill, and Thomfon, for their very great attcntipn to vs. We hope that their pious nftrutions have 
been of benefit to our fouls. May the Lord bleſs their perſons, their familtes, and their labours ! 
We alſo gratefully acknowledge the humane treatment we have reccived from Mr Mullander, the 
jailer, during the time we have been in confinement. | | 

We hope, that all, eſpecially thofe who are young, that ſee, or may hear cf our ſhameful exit from 
the world, may take warning to ſhun the deſtrutive paths of vice, and betake themſelves to the Prae-⸗ 
tice of thoſe duties which promote the welfarg of ſociety, and mark the diſciples of Chrift, 

Now, — biddigg an eternal farewell to the world, and all that we hold dear in it, we launch in» 
Eternity ! truſting in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, hoping that, threugh his ſatisfaction, we ſhall obtaice 
the forgiveneſsof all our ſins, and an inheritance amongſt thoſe that are ſanctified.“ 

This our laſt Cenkeſtion and Declaration, we make in the preſence of the Rxv. Mt. III, th: 
RV. MR. THoMsoN, aud Ms. MulLAx DER Jailor: Therefore, if any other appear, it muſt by 
ſpurious. 333 | ks | 5 
Carliſſe Gaol, Auguſt 151, 1788. 6 
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MiTCHE , De & Jorarnvow, ob. Ex fo ro hẽ Jane CAERLTHERS. 


